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TO THE PUBLIC. 


Tue payments for the Gospel Messenger during the past year not 
having been equal to its expenses, it has become necessary to change 
the manner of conducting it. It is hoped that the original friends 
of the work will continue to favour it with their communications, 
and that it will derive additional interest from variety in style and 
thought, assistance being expected from some other persons. Un- 
der a conviction that to relinquish this publication would be an 
imputation on the zeal of the Episcopalian community, and attend- 
ed with many inconveniencies ; and that it was promotive in some 
degree of the great cause to which no Christian can be indifferent, 
and indeed we may say necessary as a means of defending, disse- 
minating, illustrating and recommending those religious principles 
which they have adopted on mature deliberation, a few members of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church have made themselves responsible 
to the Printer, and as they know the competency of their Christian 
brethren, they do not doubt that they will be relieved by a zeal and 
liberality before which it is sufficient simply to lay a claim like the 
present. 

It is not intended to change the plan of this periodical, but it 
may be proper briefly to develope it. 

In each number there will be a sermon, and it is hoped to obtain 
from clergymen, both in and out of the diocess, some of their best 
productions. In general the sermon will relate to some one of 
the events, or of the characters commemorated by the Church, or 
of the doctrines or precepts prominently brought to view in the 
public services, in the current month; and, therefore, the reading 
of it may be made an agreeable addition to the devotions of a 
family on Sunday evening, particularly on the first Sunday of the 
month, which is the usual time for the holy communion, It will 
he perceived that in this respect the Gospel Mescenger will afford its 
readers the same advantage as the “‘ National Preacher,” which 
consists of a single sermon published monthly. 

It will be an especial object to afford information as to the pub- 
lication and republication of works on religious subjects, accompa- 
nied with such remarks on them as may seem to be expedient, 
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In the pages of the Southern Episcopal Register there will. 
course, be recorded the tmportant particulars in the procee Sines « of 
the General Convention, of the different diocesan Conventions, ayy 
of those institutions of general concern, our Theological Seminar, 
our Missionary Society, our Sunday Se Mol Union, and we hope to 
add at no very distant period, our ‘Uract Socie ty; and so far as we 
can have access to it, intelligence relating to the Protestant E.piseo- 

al Church in England, Scotland, Lreland, Denmark, France, Indis, 
Syria, Canada, the West-Indies, and among the Moravians of Germa- 
ny and America, and also as to the state of the Protestant Episcopal 
Missions in Africa, America, and elsewhere. It is not improper to 
remark that such news, which Episcopalians of course chieily desire, 
is not to be obtained but from publications conducted by some of 
their fellow members. As this work will chiefly circulate in this 
and the adjoining dioceses, such information as is more particu- 
larly interesting to them, will of course obtain a precedence. From 
the pastoral letters and other public addresses of our Bishops, the 
reports of the Bible and Prayer Book, Homily, Missionary, Edu- 
cation, Tract and Sunday School Societies in the various dioceses, 
and the religious periodicals of our own and other lands, we shia!! 
make extracts for the benefit of our readers, who thus, at a mode- 
rate expense both of time and money, may be possessed of whiat- 
ever they contain of general interest, separated from such matte: 
as is of a local character.* 

“© Tris the well-established right of every member of the Church, 
(says one of our Bishops,*) whatever m: iy be his rank or station in 
it, to think with freedom, and with freedom to speak, on all things 
which are matter of legislative provision in our councils. The re- 
gulation which the decision of the greater number may make more 
or less obligatory for all, still remains a subject of free opinion; 
and the candid and peaceful expression of this, is consistent with 
the duty by which all are bound together, in a common interest of 
the Chureh’s harmony and order. No inhibition of private judg- 


ment can be here imposed. The exercise of it, in a temper of 


meekness and of chi: irity, can be imputed to none, as an offence 
against the claims of legitimate authority ; nor can the lips of an 

be closed against the diseussion of that, the change or ame didieneil nt 
of which may be desired.” Concurring in these just sentimente, 
we will only add that we consider the right referred to as very in- 


portant in its exercise to the Church, for thus it may avail itself of 


the wisdom not only of its legislature, but of every member, and 
that our pages will be open to judicious and temperate remarks on 
the measures of our ecclesiastical councils, whether imtended to 
recommend them to the people, or to effect their reconsideration. 
We would earnestly solicit from the friends of our Church every 
where such writings as are calculated to vindicate, elucidate ani 
recommend its principles, its government, its articles and liturgy, as 


* See p. 17 of a Sermon delivered before the last Gencra! Convention by Bishop 
SOWER. 
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well as to confirm our faith in the Bible as a divine revelation. This 
latter subject is by no means exhausted. Events of daily occur- 
rence, fulfilling the prophecies and illustrating the phy sical and 
moral history of those countries in which the s sacred writers lived, 
furnish new evidences of the truth of our holy religion, and even 
she old arguments, as Chalme Ts, Verplanck and others have show n, 
may be advantageously placed in a new light. Moreover the infi- 
del repeats his oft refuted sophism, and therefore repetition with 
“A special application, becomes necessary on our side. 

That the Christian religion is rejected by some, unknown to 
many, misunderstood by others, and too little felt, even by the best 
of its disciples, are facts which demonstrate the use fulness of pub- 
fications like the present; and it is their merit that they bring kuow- 
ledge to the door of every man; that they rescue from oblivion 
facts passing down the stream of time ; and that they often contain 
the substance of important information which has been needlessly 
expanded into volumes, the kernel separated from the shell which 
cannot be penetrated without a waste of time. We shall also wel- 
come essays on the precepts of the Gospel, on their value to socie- 
ty, on the high motives which claim obedience to them, and on 
their consistency with the wisdom and goodness of their Divine 
Author. If this humble Messe nger, Shall, under the blessing of God, 
almost persuade a man to become a Christian, or fortify the faith of 
one saint, and thus improve his final condition in that world where 

‘one star differeth from another star in glory,” ample indeed will 
be the satisfaction of its friends. 

We desire to co-operate in some degree, in the great work com- 
mitted to believers, of making known the Gospel. We wish that 
others, especially our neighbours, should participate in its consola- 
tions, its hopes and its ineffable jog. We would make the press 
auxiliary to this interesting object.” We would endeavour by this 
means, in addition to the many which are now in useful operation, 
to incite them to love and to good works, to love God their Sa- 
viour with all their heart, and mind, and strength, and their fellow 
men as themselves, and to be examples in good deeds for the house 
of God and the offices thereof. 

To the clergy in particular we look with confidence for assist- 
ance and encouragement in preparing and circulating the work, 
and now commending it to His favour, without whom nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy, we haye only, in conclusion, to ask the 
prayers of our friends in behalf of this humble attempt to act in 


the most honourable and most important office of a Gospel Mes- 
senger. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
SBHRMON NO. XIX. 


Messrs. Editors—Perhaps a Sermon on the following plan of « 
stated and minute retrospect of the concerns of a parish, might |y 
usefully adopted by those Ministers who have a parochial charge 
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A NEW YEAR’S SERMON. 0% 
‘Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.” Prev. iv. 26 


‘Tue occurrences of this congregation, and of that branch of the 
great Christian family to which we belong, however they may in- 
terest others, cannot but be interesting to ourselves. The annual 
review of the sm furnishes to your minister an opportunity for seve- 

ral suggestions which could not be offered so conveniently on any 
other occasion. 

It will naturally awaken pious gratitude to reconsider the divine 
mercies which in our collective capacity we have experienced. 
And when we are reminded that even within these hallowed walls 
we have left undone some things which we ought to have done, as 
well as done those things which we ought not, it is hoped that the 
godly sorrow will be excited which tendeth to reformation. May we 
at this time form such holy resolutions as will beneticially operate 
on our conduct both in relation to our common parent, and to our 
brethren in Christ. 

We are permitted by a goo@Providence to-day to recommence 


the annual series of our publié religious services. The homage of 


man cannot be needed by God. It is valuable to man because Is 


Maker has condescended to appoint ita means of his favour, of 


grace, and an everlasting reward. Have we, my brethren, come to 
these sacred courts under the influence of this important considera- 
tion? Ikave we indeed felt it a privilege to enter the house of the 
Lord and to sit at his holy table? Have we, in no instance, turned 
away from the sanctuary and the altar?) And when we have been 
here, and at the foot of the cross, have we withdrawn our affections 
from the things that are without, and been exclusively engaged by 
our high and holy duties? Alas! is there one of us whése mind 
has not too often wandered; who has not been cold and careless 
even with the bleeding memorials of a Saviour’s love in his hands? 
Let us mourn Over our past deficiencies and the iniquities of our 
holy things. Let us gird up the loins of our minds, and pray 
that God would give us the spirit of prayer, and make us sensible 
that he is especially in this place. Turn your eyes for a moment 
to those people upon whom Christendom now looks with deep 
commisseration, and the utmost anxiety. What is it which has 
especially awakened religious sympathy in their behalf? Is | 
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1827. } A New Year's Sermen. 
the loss of independence, of freedom and intellectual eminence ? 
[< it not rather that they are not permitted undisturbedly to wor- 
ship the God of their fathers; that their Christian privileges are 
grievously curt tiled by their Mahometan oppressors?) Shall we 
not then be grateful and glad in the consciousness of our own dis- 
tinction in this re spect! May we value our religious opportunities 
more and more! May we profit by them more and more! Their 
number is gradually diminishing. Their continuance is unce rtain, 
for life is as a vapour, and holy inclinations are not less fleeting. 
While it is called to-day, let us do the work of the Lord, lest any 
of us be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. Let us begin 
to prepare to meet our God immediately, for the night of death com- 
eth in which no man can work. Our eyes as they pass around this 
Church unavoidably direct our thouglits to this serious subject. 
Our parish register contains the names of no fewer than 75 who have 
finished their course on earth, and passed to give account. Such 
are the ravages of death in a season of almost unprecedented 
healthfulness. And how indiscriminating in his vietims! Only 
one in fifteen of this number had passed what is considered the 
ordinary limit of human life. Tottering under the weight of acecu- 
mulated serrows, bent towards the earth in which they must soon 
be buried, with the snow of fourscore winters on their head, seve- 
ral such persons yet live! Those also long afflicted with disease, 
now reduced to a shadow, with scarcely any traces of vitality, 
whose life has trembled month after month in the socke ‘t, death has 
passed by. Youth gay as spring, and man in the vigour of his 
days, in the midst of his avocations and enjoyments ‘and hopes, 
have been the selected trophies of his resistless power. 

Wise is that arrangement of Providence which makes man at 
every period of life liable to mortality. It furnishes a security for 
good conduct in the earlier stages of his probation. It is the only 
check; alas! that even this check is so often ineffectual, on the 
delusion of procrastination. ‘That sickness should not be invaria- 
bly the forerunner of death, that man should be sometimes remov- 
ed from life without any warning, is also a dispensation h: ippily 
adapted to encourage that watchfulness, and habitual preparation 
for eternity, which are so strongly recommended in the sacred vo- 
lume, 

If the present life bounded our existence, it would be impossible 
to account for the death of infants. That man should be created 
merely to look about him and to die, would be an inexplicable 
mystery. But when we realize that they are taken to a better 
country, we have a sympathetic satisfaction in the remembrance of 
the sufferings and the snares they have escaped, and the bright in- 
heritance on which they are permitted thus agreeably and early to 
enter. God may choose to have among the subjects of his heavenly 
kingdom some who have not actually committed sin. And while 
le has thus happily provided for them, their renioval may prove the 
jnost salutary discipline to their parents. It may counsel them to 
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love God, and to seek heaven when every other monition may have 
been in vain. 

The visitations of the last enemy to the same household witb 
little interval of time, cropping one flower and another, is not an 
uncommon occurrence. It was the lot of David to find one trouble 
seeming to call another down. It was the lot of Job and Eli in 
the same day to lose more than one child. Purposes of mercy to 
the deceased and to survivors are often discovered under this dark 
dispensation. In this way these are effectually roused, and taught 
to humble themselves under the hand of God. Let them remember 
too that men are never in a worse situation than when God ceases 
to strive with them; that whom He notices in a special manner, 
he must mean specially to instruct and otherwise benefit, since we 
are told that “ whom he loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth,” not 
once, as we may be sure, but again and again. God dealeth with 
you as with sous. May He not know that either of the deceased 
would have illy sustained the loss of the other?) May He not 
choose that they who were happy together in life, in death should 
not be divided? May not He who alone can look into the future, 
perceive reasons which would have abundantly satisfied every one 
who was able to see them also. 

We recognize among the departed one whose good works ought 
not to be forgotton by those who were the subjects of them. And 
we, my brethren, are among those subjects. Our poor found her a 
discriminating, a constant and a most generous benefactor. The 
interests of religion it was her study and her chief pleasure to pro- 
mote, both at home and abroad, by her prayers and her offerings. 
The ruling passion of doing good strong in® death, by generous 
legacies will cause her usefulness to be extended to future genera- 
tions. Her modest spirit would not have been pleased with this 
tribute. But thus much duty requires. Such an example ought 
often to be placed before us. May it not be in vain. We love the 
same Redeemer. We too have brethren in the bonds of the Gospel. 
May we be enabled to afford like evidence that our piety and charity 
are not on the lips merely, but deeply seated in the heart. May we 
be always willing to spe ‘nd and be spent in the service of God, and 
for the welfare, specially the spiritual welfare, of our fellow men. 

There have been added by baptism to this Christian society du- 
ring the year — infants and — adults. 

God has promise <d that his Church shall never be lost to the 
world, and the Christian has much satisfaction in perceiving that 
the succession of believers ts preserved, that while some pass off, 
others enter on the stage of duty and hope. 

These infants, my brethren, must one day occupy your seats and 
sustain similar relations to the Chureh of God. On you, parents 
and sponsors, does it greatly depend whether they shall sustain 
these relations worthily; or be useless, or a disgrace to the Church 
and to society, and the unhappy victims of ignorance and sinful- 
ness. It was right to dedicate them to their God and Saviour, and 
to obtain for them the prayers of the congregation ; but it ts your 
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duty also to endeavour that they should lead the rest of their lives 
according to this beginning. You have sole ‘mnily engaged to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, not mere ly to 
teach them the principle s of true religion, but by ex: ample , Intreaty 
and discipline, to take care that they may practice what they 
know. Itis an admirable regulation to proy ide for children religious 
friends who may at all times assist parents in that most important 
duty of educating their young for usefulness and heaven, and who, 

in the event of the parent’s death or necessary absence, may sup yply 

their place in this interesting department. But if sponsors merely 
promise , and do no more, the ‘y are positively a mischief, since the v 
exhibit the dreadful example of religious indifference and viol: ation 
ef vows which cannot but have an unhappy influence on those 

whom they profess to desire to benefit. 

The grown persons baptized were all of the servile class. That 
the true religion, if they sincerely embrace it, will render them bet- 
ter servants, and better meimbers of the community, as well as 
greatly promote their comfort, can be doubted only by those who 
doubt the excellence of religion itself. The Ciristian rejoices in 
these accessions, as they remind him of that sure and animating 
promise of their father and our father, of their Lord and our Lord, 
* Ethiopia shall stretch out her hands unto God.” 

There were — persons confirmed during the year past—only — 
of these were males. Is it so, then, that religion is less the con- 
cern of one sex than of the other! Do not they who are peculiarly 
exposed to the casualties of life, and to the temptations of this 
wicked world, especially need the consolations and the aids 
religion? It is true the superior piety of woman has been remarked 
in every age, but the disproportion in their favour is peculiarly 
great im this diocess. We have constantly to lament that so few of 
our young men are willing to profess their Lord before men, and ta 
secure to themselves the incomparable enjoyments and hopes of the 
blessed Gospel. 

Some of the confirmed have renewed their religious vows at the 
holy communion. We trust we shall soon have the satisfaction of 
welcoming all of them at the same heavenly feast; that this their 
bounden duty, and their engagement to keep God’s holy will and 
commandments, wil! no longer be neglected. 

But while we lament this omission, is there not another of a more 
painfal character? Are there not some who have been at that alta: 
who go wre ‘reno longer? I cannot doubt that they intend to return, 
but, alas! how long do they postpone their highest privilege. They 
who have tasted that the Lord is gracious, is it possible that the ‘y 
have lost all relish forthat enjoyment? May God incline them to 
reflect seriously on their delusion and danger. May they instantly 
arise and go to their Father, and take their seat among his beloved 
children. 

Irom time immemorial the Church has connected with this holy 
feast the duty of almsgiving. The heart at such a time must be 
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disposed for beneficence ; and when we look at our brethren around 
us, how many do we often see who need our assistance. 

The Sunday School, we have to state with gratitude to God, aud 
high satisfaction, is in a flourishing condition. ‘The friends of re- 
ligion and of the best interests of the young, by whose zeal this 
iustitution was reared, have not in the least remitted their exertions, 
By their frequent visits to the house of poverty many have been 
gathered into the school and rendered punctual in their atiend- 
ance. The instruction given is almost exclusively religious; 
the free schools among us rendering the elementary teaching 
which is given in other countries unnecessary here. We indulge 
the hope that while immediate benefit is done to the pupils, and 
through them to their parents, that the prospective benefit will be 
still more important, that when these young take their station 
among men, both society and the Church will have reason to ac- 
knowledge the value of an institution which had accustomed them 
to attend public worship and instilled into their minds, while yet 
tender, those principles which form the basis of the good citizen 
and the well informed and well disposed believer. The succeeding 
veneration, we cannot but hope, by the agency of these Sunday 
Schools, will exhibit the delightful spectacle of Christians able to 
vive a reason for the hope that is in them, and to vindicate their re- 
ligious tenets, as well as peculiarly devoted to the cause of their 
God and of human nature. 

An additional number of teachers would render the good done 
more extensive and efficacious. We would therefore respectfully 
inquire whether some of you, my brethren, could not consent to 
become partakers in this kind and useful employment. If gentle- 
men and ladies in middle or even in advanced life, would give to 
it the weight of their influence and experience, the advantages 
would be sensibly increased, and they would not be unrewarded 
here or hereafter. ‘That there are parents incompetent to instruct 
their children in religion, and though it be their duty, unwilling 
to qualify themselves for this grateful office; that there are other 
parents sufficiently well informed, but unwilling to act, and indeed 
on account of their example of indifference on the most important 
of subjects, unsuitable guides even to their own children, cannot be 
doubted. ‘Tio take by the hand these neglected beings, is the chief 
object of the Sunday School charity. 

The great number of persons of colour who worship in this 
(‘hurch has made it an object to devise means for their instruction 
in our sound faith and rational worship. The plain language of 
our Liturgy, the simplicity and conciseness of our Catechism, the 
uniformity of our religious services, the practice of reading the 
Scriptures regularly through, and of publishing the cotamandmonts. 


prove that our Church offers peculiar advantages to those who can- 
This class of persons then should not be discouraged 


not read, 
If we would have them entertain right views 


from attending here. 


of religion and morality—if we would have them preserved from 
error, we cannot but be thankful to those who Sunday after Sunday 
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-emind servants to be faithful to their own masters, not purloining, 

not answering again, not falsifying—to be contented in. that state 
of life in which God -has placed them, and to remember that they 
must give accougt of the deeds done in the body, that their present 
peace and final happiness depend upon their renouncing all man- 
ner of sin, and living godly, honestly. and soberly, in humble de- 
yndence on Jesus Christ the Redeemer of all men. 

Passing from the religious occurrences of the year which parti- 
cularly concern us, to those of a more general c haracte r, we natu- 

rally are reminded of the Church built by the benevolent tor the 
express use of those who cannot pay for seats. 

Such a Church of our faith was especially needed, inasmueh as our 
places of worship generally afford very little aceommodation for 
the poor and transient persons. We trust that the ladies with whom 
this excellent design originated, and you, my brethren, who have 
generously contributed to it, will in due season have the satisfaction 
of seeing it thronged with the stranger, the seaman, the widow, the 
fatherless and the destitute-—persons, who, but for you, might have 
passed through life ignorant and hopeless—and who in eternity 
may look back to that Church as the ark in which they had found 
peace, and joy, and salvation. 

Another event from which we anticipate several advantages to 
the cause of religion, is the establishment of a periodical maga- 
zine. Books of this nature are now in demand, and it is proper 
that they should be prepared with care and filled only with whole- 
some instruction presented in such a form as may render it gene- 
rally acceptable. It is natural that Christians should be inquisitive 
as to the progress of the Gospel, and that they should be gratified 
and improved by those illustrations of the sacred volume which 
travellers from time to time supply, and by those expositions and 
exhortations which usually forma part of such publications. ‘That 
the attempt will be encouraged by your patronage we cannot reason- 
ably doubt, and that it may prove the means of religious know- 
ledge and stability, of conviction and persuasion to those who are 
without, and of satisfaction and incitement to those w hg are within 
the Church, is our sincere desire and expectation. 

Such, my brethren, is a brief view of the state of our religious 
affairs. Let each of us remember that religion is a personal con- 
cern. And while we do all we can to spread it through the world, 
and to promote the salvation of our fellow men, let us be anxious 
to understand it ourselves, and to yield an entire submission 

to its blessed precepts. May the means of holiness and salvation 
indeed prove such to us. May we realize the merciful pro- 
mises of our covenant God, made to us at our baptism, renewed 
at our confirmation, and repeated at the altar—the promises of 
pardon and grace, the true ingredients of happiness while here on 
earth; for who can be unhappy who has the sense of forgiveness, 
and the support of the Divine Comforter; and finally the promise 
of heaven, the great joy set before us. in which the desires, and 
GOS. MESS.—vVOL. IV. 2 
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the prayers, and the pursuits, and the efforts, and the cel@den al 
of tire belicver will find their glorious consummation! Amen, 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
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Tue following Essay on the sense in which the King ts the he 
of the Church of England, was written in consequence of its hay 
ing been asserted on a public occasion, in one of the Middle Stat 


’ 


that helwas the spiritual head of that Church. 
We deem it’a privilege, to have it in our power, to place this 
valuable article, which has never been published on the pages of 


the Gospel Messenger. 


On the Sense in which the King is the Head of the Church of England. 


ir has been said, that the Presbyterian Church recognizes Chris 
as the Spiritual Head of that Church, and that in a higher, and 
more extensive sense than some other Churches. It is understood 
that in the allegation made, reference was more particularly had 
tothe Church of Rome, and the Episcopal Churches of England 
and the United States. It is believed, that there is no Christian 
Church, which does not recognize Christ as its Spiritual Head, and 
that a candid inquiry, would shew that the only difference is, in 
the greater or less degree of explicitness with which, in their differ- 
ent formularies, the doctrine is set forth. I have a Roman Catho- 
lic Catechism set forth by authority, which declares ‘* that Church 
recognizes One Ilead Jesus Christ in Heaven, and it admits not a 
doubt, but that a pious and intelligent Papist would reject the doc- 
trine of any other than a delegated and vicarial power in the Pope. 

The thirty-seventh Article of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America,@s plain and direct, not only de- 
claring merely the duty of civil obedience, but expressly excluding 
the power of the civil magistrate “ in things purely spiritual.” 

Let the Article referred to be compared for a moment, to what 
ona similar subject is declared to be the Confession,of Faith of a 
Presbyterian Chureh. The Westminster Confession of Faith, 
twenty-third chapter,—* the Civil Magistrate hath authority, and it 
is bis duty, to take order that peace and unity be pre ‘served in the 
Church, that the truth of God be kept pure and entire, that all 
blasphemies and heresies be suppressed, all corruptions and abuses 
in worship and discipline prevented or reformed, and all the Ordi- 
naneces of Ged duly settled, administered and observed ; for the 
better effecting whereof, he hath power to call Synods, to be pre- 
sent at them, and to provide that whatever is transacted in them 
he.aceording to the word of God.” [tis needless to remark, that 
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if at any time, the Civil Power should seek an authority for inter- 
fering with the spiritualities of the estabiished Church of Scotland, 
would more readily find the object of its search in the preceding 


E it . . a « * . 
i confess on, than a similar spirit would find an equivalent warrant 
- in avy article of the English Church. 


{; is taken for granted, that as the Articles of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, are the only authoritative standards in that 
Chu-ch, and that as the thirty-seventh Article expressly in terms 
des all Civil Power, going to the uimost extent of the most 
pointed disclaimer, there is an end of the question in relation to 
thot Church. ‘The further inquiry must, therefore, be confined to 
toglish Church. I am aware, that the claims of maternity 

on (he part of that venerable body, and the filial attachment of the 

4 ,crican Church, have been fruitful sources of invidious remark. 
* National feeling has given birth to religious pre judice, and because 
» imbecile King said “no Bishop, no King,” a necessary, con- 
ne : mm of Bis hop and King, has been imag ined. It is time, that 
liberal people should cease to drink in the poison of these secta- 

rian prejudices, and reason from facts, rather than preconceived 
{Ut and eemfounde .d notions. 

The King of England is undoubtedly the Head of the English 
Church, as by law established, the supreme Head on earth as de- 
clared by Act of Parliament, the Canons, and the Articles of that 
Church. As such, he exercises various powers, he nominates Bi-_ 
shops, he summons Convocations, by his constitutional ecclesias- 
tical tribunals, he administers justice according to the Canon Law. 
The question is, do these Acts of Parliament, and the assumpiion 
of these powers, by the King, constitute him Head of the English 
Church, in such a sense as obliges that Church to recognize C hrist 
as its spiritual Head in a more modified sense, than he is recogniz- 
ed by the Presbyterian Church. ‘To answer this question correetly, 
we are bound to inquire historically inio the origin and progress of 
these laws, the evil they were intended to correct, the interpretation 
put upon them by commentators, the power and practice under the ‘m, 
and finally, the exposition of the @hurch’s construction of them in 
her Liturgy, Canons and Articles.” 1 intend no laboured historical 
deduction of particulars. It may be @aaige necessary to call to re- 
membrance, that the declared object of the Acts of Supremacy was 
to repress papal encroachments. The Pope by a long course of 
usurpation, had gradually in England, as well as in ‘the rest of 
Christendom, assumed to himself such powers as threatened the in- 
dependence of every State,—he had drawn to himself the appoint- 
ment of all ecclesiastical officers, the determination of all ecclesias- 
tical causes, and of all causes where ecclesiastics were parties; he 
levied contributions under various pretexts; in fine, the Church 
had become an imperium in imperio. This was the mischief; and 
when its exercise came home to the selfishness of a tyrant, the re- 
formation began in England, ‘The statutes in question, then threw 
off this foreign yoke; they bring back ecclesiastical causes to do- 
mestic tribunals, and English priests to English laws and Bagiieh 
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judges, and English Bishops to English allegiance, restored the Ki, 

to what he, as civil magistrate and pater patria, always by law, by 
common law, as we shall afterwards show, was alw: ays as King 
entitled. Now, not one of these powers is spiritual in a religious 
sense; they are civil, and ecclesiastical, and the King is suprem: 
inthe same sense, in the last asin the first. Supreme as the exe 

cutive first magistrate, entrusted with the execution of all laws, and 
supreme as the judicial magistrate, the fountain of all justice, both 
to be exercised through the ordinary officers and tribunals consti- 
tuted by law. No on® more especially no English lawyer, civi- 
lian or divine, ever dreamed of ealling the King, supreme in the 
same sense, or as to the same or even “similar obje cts of power, in 
which Christ is called supreme, Supreme, in law, is a technical 
term; it means without control, in relation to the definite power 
to be exercised on the definite object; in this sense, our legislature 
is called supreme, our judiciary supre me by the constitution, yet 
no one ts mislead, all know the constitution is superior to both, and 
the people to all. So, in England, the supremacy of the King is 
predicated of the ecc le ‘siastical polity of the realm, the domestic 
economy of the Church, the rights of its members civilly, and the 
interpretation and execution of the ecclesiastical law. Many per- 
sons, with whatever confidence they rush into the assertion of Opi- 
nions upon the subje ct of inquiry, are not aware, what a vast extent 
of jurisdiction is in England called eccle siastical, which here, either 
does not exist, having no object to operate upon, or is calle dc ivil. 
None of this jurisdiction is spiritual, it is ecclesiastical, as Vestry 
and Wardens are ecclesiastical, but not spiritual officers. It 1s cri- 


minal or civil, we will only advert to the latter; the business of 
tithes, the rights of presentation to benefices, the waole subject of 


matrimony and divoree, testamentary causes, that is the whole bu- 
siness of settling estates, proving and litigating wills, legacies. 
Now, in all these matters there is an ecclesiastical law (the Canon 
law) and ecclesiastical judges, in relation to which the Ning is su- 
preme, in the sume sense, that heads supreme in re elation to the com- 
mon law, and common leas tribunals, not by any right to interfere 
and direct, but in the fogmer, by the common law tribunals, prohi- 
biting the ecclesiastical tts when they overstep their bounds, 1 
the latter, by appeal in the last resort to the House of Peers. Thy 
King only acts through his courts; if a single cause, spiritual, can bv 
found ever agitated there, Will give up the question. Of all these 
matters, the Pope claimed the jurisdiction, as also of the person- 
of all priests, to repel this claim, and restore these supreme powers 
to the King, was to cure the mischief, bring back the common law, 
and such was the object, the scope, the intent, and the true mean- 
ing, of the stotute of supremacy; and such is the unanimous con- 
struction of every decision, comment and abridgment to be found 
upon the shelves of a lawye ‘r. Trefer to, in order to dismiss with- 
out ceremony, the oath of supremacy, which I have heard has been 
pressed into this argument. ‘There is no such oath required by the 
law ‘of England, that required by the statute of Henry VILL. was 
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dlished by I William, c.8. and the substitute is a mere abjursation 
any fol ‘eign supremacy. 
oT he apj ointment of Bishops has been mentioned as an exercise 
of spiritual power. It is true, that the King nominates the Bishops, 
and equally true, that his nomination always prevails. It will not 
he overlooked, that none but an ordained Priest can be nominated 
for election as a Bishop, and if Lam to suppose myself in argu- 
ment with an adyocate forqaerty in the ministry, | might say, this 
exercise Of prerogative is not spiritual, it gives no spiritual power ; 
rhe nominee is a Bishop already; the Kingghas made him a Peer, 
and given him large temporalities, but there the act ends. There 
_ however, no necessity for pushing the aergumentum ad hominem, 
because the King merely designates the person out of a body 
men already divinely set apart, every one of whom is to be pre- 
Sumit d spiritually qualific d and calle d. , , , 


7 


*'The act 

’ Consecration conveys the spiritual power and re office and 
aul ithority, as the Church believe s, by the immediate instrumentality 
of the Holy Ghost through the sativa of the sprit | officers, the 
Bishops, acting in their apostolic, or at all eve: in their presby- 
terial functions. I might ask if the King Secieuinad the candidate 
or the see, and therefore makes the Bishop—if the congregation 
elect a minister and he is ordained, do not the congregation éhere- 


fore make their minister? In truth, the spiritual creation of neither 


is owing to King nor congregation. To summon and preside 
i convocations, will not be seriously pressed—the yery same power 
we know is exercised in the Church of Scotland, as a duty enjoined 
by the Westminster Confession, and by her frame of Church gov- 
ernment, as recognized by the act of union (5 Anne) as to her Sy- 
nods. We haye before us an account of the opening of a general 
assembly in Edimburgh, inthe year 1818. The following extract 
may suffice. ‘* On the first day of the assembly, after the commis- 
sioner (the Earl Morton) had delivered his credentials, which con- 
sisted of a long pious epistle from the Prince Regent to the minis- 
ters and elders in general assembly convened, wherein his Royal 
Highness stimulates them to a still more ze alous discharge of their 
respective duties by all manner of devout arguments and copious 
quotations from the minor Prophets and Epistles ; and after the 
moderator had returned thanks for this favour, and intimated the 
firm resolution of himself and his brethren to profit, as far as the 
infirmities of their nature might permit, by the admotions of ‘ the 
nursing father of our Zion.’” &c. Again: ‘* Immediately under, 
and with his back towards the commissioner, sits the moderator or 
clerical président of the assembly.” I will only add, that hile 
the ge neral assembly continues annually to convene under the 
sanction of their “ nursing father, the head of the English Church, 
the convocation has not been assembled for almost a ce ntury. 


* “* Receive the Holy Ghost for the office and work of a Bishop, by the imposition 
ot our hands.” See consecration of Bishops. 






























fraa fine 











fi 5 
14 Eassy, &c. { "an, 


An examination of the common law and of each particular «t,- 
tute, would demonstrate the correctness of the interpretation here 
offered, of the King’s supremacy: it existed at common !aw, and j, 
not otherwise or greater by act of Parliament. Lord Hate, who. 
eminence as a lawyer only yields to the brilliancy of his character 
us a Christian, says “ The supremacy of the crown in iatters 
ecclesiastical is a most indubitable right of the crown, as appears 
by records of unquestionable truth and, authority.” Could Lord 
Hale have supposed for an instant that this supremeay of the Wing 


‘interfered with the spigitual supremacy of Christ? Is he the same 


Lord Hale who among his resolutions as a judge, adopted the fol- 
lowing, “ That I rest not upon my own understanding or strength, 
but implore and rest upon the direction and strength of God.” 
Lord Coke asserts, the common law (of which be it always re- 


mamberedsthe.Christian.sligion is part) upon the same point w ith 


his wonted agcurasy,Withthisremarkable addition, .auder God,, 


which the piety of Hale doubtless understood. Enough of com- 
mon law authority ; I will close it with the pointed words of Lord 
Hale. “ Andthough the Pope made great usurpations and en- 
croachments on the right (the right of supremacy) yet these were 
always complained of as illegal; and those encroachments are now 
pared off by the Statutes 25 H. 8, c. 19,20, 21, and 26 H. 8, c. 1.” 

In the statutes themselves qualifying words are always introduc- 
ed—thus in Rich. 2d, “ subject to God; Hen. Sth, * next unto 
God ;” same King, * no superior under God.” And in the so much 
talked about and little understood Act of Supremacy itself, 26 Hen. 
8, cap. I, “ The only supreme head in earth of the Church of 
England ;” and the preamble of same statute is “ for the increase 
of virtue in Christ's religion, and to repress all errors, heresies and 
other enormities and abuses.”,—How? Why in the only way they 
were ever attempted tobe reformed by the Church of England, the 
calling in the aid of the eivil magistrate to the ecclesindtttal tribu- 
nal—the very object and mode sanctioned by the Westminster Con- 
fession of Faith, | believe not for spiritual purposes in either case, 
but if for one, then for the other. af persecution, even unto blood, 
has followed from such a qualified union of Church and State—if 
the gordian knot be happily cut in this country now and forever, let 
us rejoice for our superior privileges ; it is yet uncut many part of 
the old world, and while we trace our descent from parent stocks in 
which the evil is equally at the root of each, let us like the dutiful 
children of Noah, cover our father’s failings, knowing they are but 
dim spots on a bright escutcheon. 

But if other Churches are to be tried, as to the fundamental prin- 

iples of their creed, by their Confessions of Faith, why not give 
a Church of England the benefit of a similar purgation? Why 
refer to Acts of Parliament and regal prerogatives to fasten obnox- 
ious insinuations, when you have the full declaration of the Church 
in relation to her doctrines in her Liturgy, in her Canons, in her 
Articles—her Articles sanctioned and established by Acts of Parlia- 
went? Deal out equal justice. The Westminster Confession of 
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taith was made under the authority of Acts of Parliament of Eng- 
tand and Scotland, After the deputed divines settled it, it was 
canctioned by Act of Parliament, Charles 1, part 2, sep. 2, act 16, 
«an Act anent the Catechisms, Confession of Faith, and ratifica- 
tion thereof;"’ at Edinburgh February 7th, 1649, inter alia, * Do 
ratify and approve the said Catechisms, Confession of Faith,” &c. 
What becomes, let me ask, of the idea of the non supremacy of the 
civil power in the Church of Scotland?) The act of union (5 Anne, 
2) completes the proof; it obliges the Episcopal King of England 
to swear to support the Church of Scotland as by law established, 
and it needs no spirit of prophecy to foreteéh what philanthrophy 
anticipates, he will before long have to swear to support the Roman 
Catholic religion by law established in Ireland! 

We have said in her Liturgy—nexi to the inspired writings in its 
simplicity and purity—her Liturgy holds out in every office and in 
every prayer the great doctrine, Christ crucified—Christ exalted—the 
Head, the Spouse, the Shepherd, the Door, the Foundation, the 
Corner-Stone, and no where more fully and more plainly than in 
her offices for the ordering of Priests and consecration of Bishops. 
if the impiety of any earthly potentate should dare to seek supre- 
macy over the head of the Episcopal Church, it will find but poor 
warranty of title in the English or American Book of Common 
Praver. 

Her Canons—* The King’s power within his realms is the highest 
power under God”—* the same authority in causes ecclesiastical 
that the godly Kings had among the Jews, and Christian Emperors 
of the primitive Church.” 

Her thirty-nine Articles—Article 37 throughout. It deserves 
remark that here the word supremacy was changed for chief power, 
chief government. ‘This Article expressly excludes the Prince 
“from ministering God’s word or the sacrament,” (the very saving 
in the Westminster Confession of Faith,) and expressly qualifies 
the prerogative as in the Canon “ by such prerogative as we sec 
to have been given always to godly princes in Holy Scripture by 
God himself,” ‘“ that is, that they should rule all estates and de- 
grees committed to their charge God, whether they be ecclesias- 
tical or temporal, and restrain with the civil sword the stubborn and 
evil doers.”” The whole article is plain, convincing and unan- 
swerable in its very letter. 

The annalsjof the Church of England present us an instance in 
which her spiritual heads upon earth were called upon to decide the 
very question we are now discussing—a practical illustration is often 
of more weight than elaborate ergumentation. One martyr is 
worth volumes of sermons. I refer to the case of the seven Bishops. 
James II. issued his proclamation as head of the Church, relaxing 
the laws against non-conformity, the Bishops were directed to have 
it read in their dioceses; if he were head of the. Church in the 
sense now contended for as the sense of the Episcopal Church, his 
right was clear, and obedience was a duty. What said the Bishops ? 
Seven of them, allthat were in London, with Sancroft, the Primuté, 
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at their head, (Sancroft, who when the same James was déthro ye.) 
sacrmiced his primacy on the altar of his conscience) refused oy. 
dience, were committed to the tower, were tried and acquitted. 
‘The conclusion trom what has been said is, that with regard », 
the Protestant Episcopal Chureh of the United States of Americ), 
there is not the slightest ground fer any imputation—that the title of 
supreme head of the Chureh gives the King of England no sp/rityg/ 
power—its only meaning is the substitution (or rather restitution | of 
the King’s power; for that ecc lesiastical power which the |’op, 
had usurped, and which belonged to the chief magistrate by th, 
common law, tn relation to temporalities and the internal gevern- 
ment of the Church—that no personal interferente of the King 
even in ecclesiastical matters, ever occurs—they are always sett)« 
by the regular ecclesiastical tribunals. ‘Things spiritual are stro: 
ly , by law, discriminated from things civil and ecelesiastical. It |, 
been incidentally shown that a Presbyte rian Chureh (that of Seo:- 
land) is built on the same foundation, the act of union; as t) 
Charch of England acknowledges to the same or greater extent the 
civil authority holds her Confession of Faith under the same sane- 
tion that the Church of England does her Articles, and is secured 
in her stability by the same pledge—the King’s coronation oat. 
I can only add wu wish as to this question—Requiescat in Pace ! 


-n—- 
NOTICE OF BISHOP BOWEN’S SERMON, 


‘ The interest and authority of the Church, and the privilege and duty of its Members, c 
to things in religion, indifferent in themselves; a Sermon, "Se al line opening 
of the General Convention, &c. &e. &c.”” 1826. f. 

; | foes 


Tuc Church, among other provisions for the Btsice of her 
members, very properly requires of those entrusted with the gov- 
ernment of her spiritual concerns, that at stated periods, they shoul: 
press upon the attention of her Clergy and Laity, the duties and 
obligations which appertain togthem as Christians; and it is a 
source of gratulation to all, who feel a deep interest in her welfare, 
to reflect that in every instance the duty thus imposed, has been 
faithfully discharged. 

To what extent the labours of our respective Diocesans in this 
way, have been blessed—whether there has been a visible improve- 
ment m the moral and religious conduct of those, who were the 
objects of their especial reg: ard, it is not necessary now to inquire. 
We advert to the fact, as calculated to benefit the cause of religion, 
and we feel assured, that the continuance of a practice so sensible, 
must have an increasing tendency to strengthen the bonds of affec- 
tion, between such as are clevated to the highest station in the 
Church, and those. who are made the peculiar objects of their 
charge. ‘It was also, with the more particular design of bringing 
to the view of our readers, the very appropriate discourse, the title 
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of which stands at the head of this article ; and which was recently 
delivered on one of those Occasions, to which the preceding remarks 
we intended more directly to apply. 

We shall do no more, than furnish a few extracts, and should 
have reason to regret, if in doing this, it in any way superseded the 
necessity of an entire perusal of the discourse itself. 

The text has been happily selected from xiv Rom. 20y. “ For 
meat destroy not the work of God.” The passages which follow are 
transcribed, as exhibiting the mannerain which the subject is intro- 


duced. 


“ It may reasonably be permitted in some defree, to qualify the con- 
cern with which we contemplate the circumstantial variances aud opposi- 
tions of sentiment and conduct, always more or less prevalent in the 
Chureh, to advert to the existence, even in its first and most favoured day, 
of the same species of evil, the unavoidable result of the same universal 
infirmity of our nature. If when the special and extraordinarily endow- 
ed emissaries of the Son of God, delivered the message of his truth, 
brought to the ears of men even from his immediate prescuce, the due in- 
fluence of its faith, was thus sometimes interrupted, we are not forbidden 
to admit the acceptableness in general with which that faith may in any 
subsequent day be entertained, by men holding it in an erroneous zeal of 
accidental peculiarity. In all circumstances alike of his condition, the 
judgment of man, with respect even to things affecting the moral interest 
of his being, is incapable of an entire exemption from the modifying influ- 
ences of various association. Honest conviction of truth and obligation, 
and the faithful purpose of obedience, may consist witha tenacity of pre- 
judice and habit, with respect to things not essentially relating to them, to 
which even the holy and the good may, in a manner unconscious of the 
evil, be subjected. Under the too uncontrolled power, however, of such 
prejudice and habit, there is danger of a result of both social and indivi- 
dual conduct, by no means to be regarded with indifference ; and the re- 
straint which shall confine and regulate them in Subserviency to the inter- 
est of religious truth and duty, is of sacred concern and obligation. 

“ The differences, which at Rome were threatening the yet newly or- 
sanized household of Christ with dishonour and confusion, arose from in- 
fluences, to which Jewish converts and Gentile had previously been sub- 
jected. ‘The meats and days.of the Jewish law, or of custom founded in 
the authority of those who sat in Moses’ seat, however worthy they might 
seem, to such as from the synagogues had joined themselves to the little 
company of the faithful, to be sacredly regarded, were still peculiarities of 
hated and despised Judaism, to which it was not easy for those who from 
among the heathen had adopted the, faith of the Gospel, to be reconciled, 
That the former should at first be reluctant wholly to abandon them, was, 
however, as natural as that the latter should regard them with disgust or 
contempt: and that from this contrariety of feeling on the subject of 
things not essentiall¥ religious, some contention should arise, neither 
honourable to Christianity, nor favourable to the advancement of ils yet 
infant and persecuted cause, none can wonder, who know even slightly the 
nature and history of man. The mild and charitable consideration, with 
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which the Apostle treats these differtnces, is an effect of the wisdom from 
above, with which he had become endued$ and is an example, irom 
which, in any period, instruction may advantageously be drawn. ’ 


After cautioning us against a “ misapprehension of the lesso), 
which the sentiments of the Apostle are suited to convey,” and of 
an error, somewhat prevalent, In supposing that St. Pani intende d 
“to ineuleate a liberality and indulgenee, with respect to any other 
than things indifierent in themselves.” The Bishop proceeds to 
the main obje ct of the discourse, to-wit: “ The interest and autho- 
rity of the Church respecting things indifferent’ in themselves, and 
where such things are @6ncerned the privilege and duty of its men- 
bers, as well as the consideration which as st gested by the text, 
should enforce the conduct incumbent upon all.” We have only 
room for some of the remarks contained under the two first divi- 
sions, those which fall under the last, are not, however, the less 
worthy of being noticed. But our only object has been to recom- 
mead to the attention of our friends, the production of our Dioce- 
san, and we should be sorry to anticipate, in the least degree, the 
pleasure we are suge they will derive from its perusal. 

We shall, therefore, dismiss the subject under a belief, that the 
discourse will be found in every way “ profitable for doctrine, for 
reproot, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 


* But not unnecessarily to detain you with any statement of such par- 
ticulars, I proceed, in pursuance of the purpose stated, to remark, that, 
even in things in religion, from their pature subject to litnan provision 
and disposal, the Church has an interest far from unimportant. It is 
founded, ia general, in their subservicacy, as means, to the great end for 
which the Church was instituted: the perpetual preservation aud difiu- 
sion m the world, of dhe truth as ul is in Jesus, in allits enlighteniug, 
sanctifying, and saving influeuce. As the ends of no merely Haman asso- 
ciation ean be effected without the use of some forins and ceremonies o! 
initiation and conformity, which are of discretionary selection, se ia the 
Church there is a necessity for some system of outward order, by which 
harmony and efficacy of co-0 peri ition, in relation to the high objects o! 
its institution, may be maintained. Divided and, distracted as the great 
dody of those who name the name of Claist has been permitied to become, 


vet in this pois t the ‘y ima be understond to act ona common principle of 
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We tt recognized expedie nes Th hey who h: ive pre lessed inost absolute ly 
to ie forms and modt,. ure Pet “foun: d to have them in cCoutinuail, redu- 
lar, and even scrupulous observance; and an unwritten liturgy, founded 
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honoured heads and leaders. yet whose vielation or neglect is at least nev- 
er regarded with insensibility, is made to serve, however Inadequaicly, 
instead of sneh as might be otherwise made, the well known common rule 
of socta! religious conduct. 

“Tf then, on this general ground, the Church has an imterest in things 
in religion in themselves in liffevent, that interest, it may be observed nore 
particularly, reqiives thatahey be in strictest accordance w ern religious 
trath, of which she is the diviae lv created witacss and Keep bornts of 
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worship may embody unseriptural sentiment; or the ceremonies and ap- 
ointments of it may be significative of that, which, truth, in relation to 
God, his mature, will, and dispensations, as his revelation contains it, eith- 
er knows not, or knows but to condemn and abhor. Certainly, should 
this be the ease, the interest of the Church in these things would be se- 
riously violated, and the object of its institution rather hindered by them 
than promoted. 

“ itis another particular of the interest of the Church here brought under 
review, thatthe things mdiflerent in themselves, which she uses as means, 
should be regarded and treated as means only—aad not by weak or cor- 
rupt perversion, be made themselves the end, the very religion itself, in 
relation to which they can rightly bear no character but that of circum- 
stance and appendage, It is not a danger to which the frailty of humanity 
is superior, that an importance and sacredness should sometimes be given 
to attach to its mere appointed and prescribed modes and outward acts, in 
which the essential interest of religion may be absorbed and lost; that 
the mint, anise, and cummin of human requisition, should take piecedence 
of the holiness of heart and action, without which no incense of human 
homage can go up available or acceptable before God. ‘That where this 
may happen, the mos. disgraceful and pernicious wrong is sustained by 
the Church, who among us must not feel! And that it any where should 
happen, within the precincts uf our own Communion, who among us is not 
ready fervently to deprecate !’ 

«The privilege and the ‘ly of the members of the Church, in refer- 
ence to the subject before us, are another topic, on which I am briefly to 
remark. The principle which in alicivil legislation is deemed so sacredly 
important, is not, in ecclesiastical, to be waived: viz. that all who are to 
be affected by its enactments, should bear their part in the deliberations on 
which they are founded. The qaestion, whether in the earliest assemblies 
of ecclesiastical business this principle was recognized, could here but 
needlessly be taken up; while in reference to it, it will occur to the winds 
of many present, that although the evidence is wanting which would au- 
thorize a Confident ypinion, as to the degree and manner, in which, in the 
first ages of Christianity, the immediate expression of the will of all was 
had, where all were interested, yet there is ainple ground for the presump- 
tion, that it was in no wise disregarded, that in those ages no difference 
could be conceived between the interest of one, and all other descriptions 
of the members of the Churclf; and that if the voice of any was not heard 
in its deliberations, they still held their interest secure in the fidelity of 
those who, alone qualified therefor, were alone permitied to dispose in all 
things the outward order of the Church. Whatever, in subsequent pe- 
riods, may have been the fact in relation to the principle referred to, it is 
enough that the Church, where we are members of it, finds herself justified 
in honouring ‘the right of private judgment, to the utmost that it can claim 
to be exercised , consistently with her unity, integrity and peace. Here 
no order of men is deaied the privilege of participation, in all proceedings 
subject to ecclesiastical deliberation; and mot an individheal of the whole 
body of those who compose our communion, can be divested of his privi- 
iege of this participation. Itis the well established right of every mem- 
ber of the Church, whatever be hisgrank or station in it, to think with 
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freedom, and with freedom to speak, on all things which are matter of |p- 
gislative provision in our councils. ‘The regulation which the decision «f 
the greater number may make inore or less obligatory for all, still remain, 
a subject of free opinion ; and the candid and peaceful expression of this, 

is consistent with the dnty by which all are beund together, in a com, 
interest of the Church’s harmony and order. No inhibition of private 
judgmentean be here imposed. ‘The exercise of it, in.a temper of meek- 
ness and of charity, can be imputed to none as an offence against the cliinis 
of legitimate authority ; nor can the lips of any be closed against the dis. 
cussion of that, the change or amendmeat of which, may be desired 
“ All ecclesiastical laws’ says Bishop Taylor, “ must be imposed with 
liberty: not with liberty of the subjects to obey or not to obey, but with 
the liberty of the whole Church, to changethem, orto continue them, to 
exact or to relax them, to bind or to loose, as may best stand with pru- 
dence and charity, with the interests of virtue, or the good of the subject.” 


-Sx>— 
roR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


ON 'THE PROPOSED A LTEL. ATIONS IN THE LITU RGY. 
‘ | ~ ~F 
Messrs} Editors.—A writer in the Christian Journal, having ap- 
peared rather prematurely, for he would be in time two years hence, 
as the advocate of the proposed alterations in our Liturgy, L ask 
leave to place on your pages, aprotest against them. No alteration 
is necessary. The Church is satisfied, and no reasonable man 
doubts, much better satisfied than it will be with any changes, al- 
though they should be ratified by our General Convention. The 


Prayer Book is not perfect. But who believes that improvement of 


it will be the result of attempting it now ? 

The time has not come for altering, and will not until there is a 
cood prospect of unanimity on the subject. The alterations, con- 
sequent gpon our civil revolution, and the others made at the same 
time are of no ancient date. Let the Church have time to consider 
them, and here I particularly allude to the change of the rubric, at 
the end of the communion office,t which has given rise to the la- 
mentable diversity of practice, as to the reading of the ante-com- 
miunion,) before it isecalled to consider other changes. Surely the 
effect of this one change, ought to induce caution. Let the service 
as it now stands, be well understood, by our people in general, be- 
fore the work of reform is begun. A state of fluctuation as to our 
public worship is no sinall evil. 

But itis said, some ministers are not satisfied with our Liturgy, 
for they habitually omit the ante-cotamunion office. Now this omis- 


sion docs not prove dissatisfaction with any thing but this part of 


* Duet. DuLit. Book 3. Chap. 4 


i Compare that ruoric in the AMerican and Evglish Prayer Books. | 
‘ ’ 
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the service, and of course you do not remove it, by allowing the omis- 
sion of another part. he Convention have before them this alter- 
native, to permit the ssion, of the ante-communion (which they 
ought not to think of, for it would marthe whole admirable system 
of our fasts and festivals,) or to remove all doubt, as to their sense 
of the obligation of conforming to it, which it is hoped they will do, 

ersuasively but firmly, by the exercise, if necessary, of the ‘* fortite: 
in re,” not neglecting the “‘ suaviter in modo.” If the present rubric 
does allow the omission, of the reading of the ten commandments, 
(so important, especially in those congregations, where many can- 
not read,) and of those choice portions of s¢ripture, the Epistle and 
Gospel, corresponding with the great event, or character commemo- 
rated by the Church, and designed to guide our meditations, on the 
Sunday or other holy day, let us have a rubric that will not allow of 
this omission, which is probably unknown in the Church of Egeland. 
If it be necessary, let our Bishops in their pastoral letters, set forth 
the importance of this part of the service, and there is no doubt, 
every minister who chose, could easily persuade his people, not 
merely to acquiesce in, but to approve it. And if they thought they 
were detained too longin the Sanctuary, he would only have to cur- 
tail his Sermon, and the Psalmody, respecting which, his discretion 
has full scope. 

But we aretold, ‘‘ No serious alteration of the Liturgy, is con- 
templated.” It may appear serious to one person, and not so to 
another. There was at least one member of the Convention, who 
thought and said, that the abridging of the word of God in our Lit- 
urgy, Was a serious matter. However itis an alteration, and there 
is not a tittle of evidence, that any is desesed, as well as too much 
reason to fear that none, not the smallest, would be safe. Inovation 
is too busy at present in religious affairs. Let it be admitted 
that our Liturgy, with which our people in general, have 
scarcely become acquainted, which was carefully revised only forty 
years ago, is a proper subject of change, and changes will be pro- 
posed at every Convention. ‘There may be proposers in whose 

view the omission of the first invocations inthe litany, would be 
not a “8erious alteration,” and desirable as a peace measure. Le} 
our rulers consent that this wedge should enter, and whose will 
be the blame ifthe Church be split to destruction ? 

It is a great objection to these proposed altérations, that the min- 
ister is allowed to adopt them or not, forthus the uniformity in the 
public service is seriously invaded. There is no doubt that some 
ministers will, and others will not, avail themselves of this allow- 
ance, and thus while some congregations are listening to the whole 
lesson, others will hear a part only, and not the same part, forthe 
minister may select any fifteen verses in the lesson; and a more se- 
rious consideration. by joining different verses toge ‘ther, the sense 


of scripture may be perverted. It would amend these alterations, if 


the lesson whether long or short, was definitely preseribed, so that 
ull our congregations “might hear the same words, while all our 
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ministers read scripture as it is, preserving not only the thoughts 
but the order in which the divine spirit “_ 

“The gain remarks the advocate of the rations) according to 
this plan, is in favour of the Liturgy, as it now stands,” that is by 
allowing the shortening of the lessons, &c. the ante-communion ser- 
vice, will no longer be ‘omitted. How does this appear? You say 
the new rubric imperatively forbids this omission. But may not 
those who have acted from motives of expediency (suchas the sup- 
posed unsuttableness of the service when there was * no communion,” 
the restlessness of their people, &c.) without any reference to the 
requisitions of the rubric, disregard the new rubric on the same plea, 
and also availthemselves of the allowance to shorten the lessons, Kc. 
for there is no declaration that this allowance depends upon that 
compliance. Should such cases occur, and may we not expect them, 
whereghen will be “the gain of the Liturgy” t— 

The truth is, the whole proceeding is undignified. [really fee! 
some reluctance in publishimg the facts. A few ministers (J say 
few, for sol believe after all that has been said) habitually omit a 


part of the service, and among other excuses slledies the sanction of 


of arubrie. The house of Bishops declare the true meaning of the 
rubric, but the irregularity is continued. A new remedy is propos- 
ed, to allow these ministers to shortenthe lessons that they may con- 
sent to read the commandments, &e. that is, if you will consent to 
do this, the Convention will do that. What self respecting legisla- 
en could enter into such a compact ? 

‘It is propet to observe (says the writer) that it is not required 
that these Conventions (viz. the diocesan) should express any opin- 
ion on these propositions, or in any way act upon them; but they 
may leave them and the whole subject, to the next General Conven- 
tion. And perhaps this would be the wisest and the safest course.’ 
From this opinion [ entirely dissent. The 8th article of the Con- 
stitution says, * No alteration shall be made in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, unless the same shall be proposed in one General 
(Convention, and by a resolve thereof made known to the Conven- 
tion of every diocess, and adopted at the next General Convention.” 

Why make it known if not to elicit opinion, and sucHMight as 
may be of use to the body on whom the final decision rests? This 
is the first attempt to alter our Liturgy which has been sanctioned 
by the General Convention; for all similar proposals in former 
years failed of obtaining a vote, and the house of Bishops, in the 
vear IS14, expressed the opinion that it was “ not expedient to go 
into a review, either in whole or in part, of the Book of Common 
Prayer.” 

It is amone the most important subjects, if not the most important 
one, that ever came before our diocesan Conventions. It is hoped 
aud believed that they wee it special consideration, and that 
not merely their opinion, bit the grounds of that opinion, be it pro 
or con, will be presented to the General Convention, either through 
their delegates, or which would be preferable, (for ‘litera scripta 
manet,”) in the shape of a memoriul. If ever there was atime for 
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every diocess, and indced for every member, however humble, to 
speak out, and to guide as he has ability, tus is the time. 

The argum of this writer in tavour of these alterations 18 
this, that they * secure the Liturgy from those mutilations tor 
which the iength of the service is alleged as an excuse.”” If we 
should grant this, where is the check on those mutilations for which 
the length of the service is noé alleged as an excuse { But the 
length of the service wili be scarcely perceptibly diminished by 
the proposed alterations, and theretore the excuse, valid or not 
valid, will not be removed by the present measure. 

Our writer seems to suppose that the omission of the ante-com- 
munion is owing to the difference of opinion, as to the sease of the 
rubric respecting that sery ice, and that if a new rubric be substituted, 
this omission will cease of course; and yethe tells us that “ parts” 
of the Liturgy, other than the ante-communion, are omitted. May 
I not ask tien, if, notwithstanding the very plain undisputed rubrics 
relating to those “ parts,” they are omitted, what reason is there to 
believe the plainest rubric will secure uniformity as to the ante- 
Communion service. Certagnly these mutilations are not to be 
prevented by the Convention setting the example of mutilating, 
though it be in a little particular, but by declaring again and again 
its disapprobation of such mutilations; by freeing its camons and 
rubrics from all ambiguity, and by the ecclesiastical authority of 
each diocess (for on that branch of our government obedience 
chiefly depends) in the exercise of a sound discretion with firmness, 
and yet with tenderness, enforcing those laws. 

| have no doubt it will be found, upon inquiry, that offences 


J 2gainst our rubrics are much less frequent (allowing for the increase 


in the number of our clergy) than they were ten or twenty years 
ago. Let us have time. If these rubrics are wise, and who that 
has duly considered them can doubt it, they will be more and more 
approved, and obeyed. ‘The rubric in relation to public baptism is 
now sacredly regarded in dioceses in which conformity to it was 
once rare if not unknown. «Let the Bishops in their sphere, by 
example, counsel and intreaty, endeavour to secure respect for the 
laws of our Church, and common sense, as, well as experience, de- 
clare that under the divine blessing they will be suecesstul. 

To conclude, the present writer, and he is not singular in these 
sentiments, dreads all alterations of our Liturgy; and dislikes the 
proposed alterations, because they exclude a portion of the word 
of God, the reading so much of which constitutes a distinguishing 
excellence of that Liturgy ; because they seem to prefer devotional 
forms of human origin to those derived from divine inspiration, to 
those Psalms which our Saviour sanctified by making them his 
manual; because they invite to a mutilation of Scripture, and des- 
troy the uniformity in reading it which now exists ; because they will 
not effect their object, viz. the observauée of the ante-communion ; 
and because the whole proceeding is not consistent with the high 
character of the legislature of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
QO. &, 














Poetry. 


PROM THE VILLAGE PASTOR. 


* 
STANZAS ON THE SABBATH BMBLL. 


Tuat Sabbath bell, that Sabbath bell, 
How soothing is its simple knell! 

It speaks of peace, it sweetly calls 
The Christian to our hallowed walls. 


Those walls which centuries have stood 


When prouder domes have flowed with blood; 


And which have the asylum been 
Of peace, in many 4 troubled scene. 


The Sabbath bell! how sweet its chime 
Is answered—soothing thought sublime! 
rom north to south, from east to west, 
Juviting all to praise, to rest. ~ 


Its summons in sweet fancy blends, 
The sever’d hearts of distant friends, 
In blest communion of the soul 
Sway'd by religion's mild control. 


Oh! how I joy to hear its knell 
It gives the heart a holier swell ; 
For thus its solemn tones invite, 
‘« In God’s own house let all unite.” 


Let all unite. Let every heart 

In rapt devotion bear its part, 
And prayers united rise on wings 
Of love to Him, the King of Kings. 


Oh! who such union may despise, 
Wafted like the incense to the skies, 
From thousand hearts expressed in one, 
With heavenly power to mercy’s throne. 


That Sabbath bell! that Sabbath bell ! 
Long may its chime of worship tell 
Such as our fathers loved to raise 

In words devout, in songs of praise. 


May that pure worship never fail 

To cheer man on thro’ life’s sad vale, 
And that sweet chime the Christian cal! 
Till heaven's own Sabbath circles al?! 


[ Jan, 
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Religious Intelligence. 


RHLIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Church in Canada.—On the 9th of August the Bishop of Quebec 
held a visitation at Montreal. There are 25 clergy in Lower Cana- 
da, all of whom, except three, were present. The Bishop delivered 
his primary charge. It was replete with Christian humility, piety, 
and apostolic feeling. 

Prayer Book and Homily Society of Great Britain.—During the 
last vear, 9198 Prayer Books, Psalters, and copies of the ertire 
Book of Homilies have been issued by the Society; and 72,048 
Tracts, i. e. Homilies, Articles, and selections of Prayers from the 
Liturgy, in foreign languages. The Burial Service, printed as a 
tract in two of the languages of the continent, has been much ad- 
mired and sought after. ‘l'his service is frequently used at funerals; 
and copies of the tract distributed afterwards are very thankfully 
received. Nor are the Homilies less valued. 

Prayer Book in South America.—In this part of their object, the 
committee had been much encouraged by the following letter from 
an English clergyman now in South America: “ The Spanish 
Prayer Books I particularly requested for gratuitous distribution 
among the clergy and others, to whom I might wish to present a 
copy of our admirable Liturgy in their own tongue. Repeated ap- 
plications for them would soon have exhausted my little stock ; but 
as I did not like to bestow them all until I could obtain another 
supply, [ reserved a few copies for particular occasions. I have 
been greatly struck, and much gratified, with the pleasing testimo- 
nies which have been offered to the simplicity, the excellence, and 

the spirituality of our formularies, by different persons here; and 
no part of them appears to excite greater admiration than our Com- 
munion Service, which I confess I have always considered as the 
purest form of devotion that could proceed from an uninspired pen. 
Among the admirers of our Liturgy stands a dignitary of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church of considerable celebrity in this country, 
There is evidently a door opening for a reformation in the existing 
churches of this province; and I am of opinion that the introduc- 
tion and the regular performance of our own service will be attend- 
ed w th the most beneficial consequences ; and I consider also, that 
the gradual supply of some useful and well written books upon ec- 
clssiastieal history, and other subjects, would be productive of real 
benefit, as I think they would be read with attention. I need scarce- 
ly add, that among such works, I place the Anglican Liturgy in the 
foremost rank.” 


Protestant Episcopal General Theological Seminary.—We have 
creat satisfaction in anticipating the publication of the Journal of 
the Generel Convention, in presenting to our readers the following 
abledocument. It is not necessary to say to aay one who has 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. I¥. 4 
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perused it, that it is the production of an intellect of no ordinary 
standard, which has been both enlightened and warmed by Christiay 
truth. 


The Joint Committee of the House of Bishops and of the House of Clerica! ani Lay 
Deputies, to whom was referred the Keport of the Trustees of the General Theolocicy! 
Seminary of the Protestaat Episcopal Church in the United States, have had the sin: 
under consideration, and respectfully report ; 


That from an examination of the various reports which from time 
to time have been made upon the progress of the General Theolo- 
gical Seminary, they have derived the high satisfaction of perceiving 
that the institution has justified the expectation of its most sanguin: 
friends, and promises to return in usefulness to the Church all, and 
more than all, that its most liberal patrons have contributed to it. 

It never was a question among reflecting men, whether it con- 
cerned the interests of the Churuh to possess a body of clergy- 
men thoroughly educated in all that regards their sacred calling, 
and trained by academical instruction to those methods of investi- 
gating and explaining the Sacred Scriptures, by which her doctrines 
and her admirable Liturgy, have been as firmly established in the 
judgment of the acute and inquiring scholar, as they have been in 


the atiections and faith of her hnmblest member. The utility of 


such a body at all times, and its indispensible necessity in times of 
learned impiety and scepticism, has always been self-evident. It is 
the glory of the Church of England, that among her prelates and 
ministers have long been counted, and are now to be found, the 
greatest names in every branch of learning by which the § Sacred 
volume can be explained, illustrated or defended ; and it has been 
by their intimate acquaintance with the language, antiquities, his- 
tory, connexion, and exposition of the Old and New Testaments, 
and with the faith and practice of the primitive Church; and also 
by their constant preparation for defence, that whenever the enemies 
of Christianity or the Church have invaded either, they ‘ave been 
defeated, aud put to open shame. 

It was a debt of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States to these fathers of her Liturgy, and defenders of the Chris- 
tian Faith, to endeavour to raise up worthy successors and assist- 
ants to them in this Western world; and by the blessing of God 
upon the efforts hereofore made in this behalf, it is now, as the 
Committee humbly hope, no longer doubtful, that the Theo- 
logical Seminary will educate for the work of the ministry, 
a succession of persons to all future time, who shall be accom- 
plished expositors and defenders of the Saered Canon, cham- 
pions of the Church, and at the same time humble, pious, and faith- 
ful followers and servants of its Divine Master and head. It is with 
feelings both of gratitude and joy, that the Committee are able to 
state, that of about four hundred and forty, the suppose <d number ot 
the clergymen of this Church within the hounds of the U. States, 
one seventh part, sixty-two in number, have been students of the 
General Theological Seminary, who have been admitted to holy or- 
ders; and that there are now in a course of instruction thirty more, 
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at whose admission to orders this Convention will have the delight- 
ful recollection, and will deem it a cause of fresh gratitude to God, 
that it has encouraged and assisted the academical education of one 
fifth of her ministeas, within the space of about nine years. An in- 
titution thus intimticely united to the Churgh—enjoying, it is hum- 
bly hoped, the smaes of its Divine protector, and promising to more 
than repay the donations of its friends, will, it is expected, grow 
daily in favour with Churchmen, and will receive, without hesita- 
tion, what it will be the duty of the Committee to recommend, a fur- 
ther aid, to place her capital above the reach of invasion, and to 
enable her Trustees to proceed confidently in a scheme which will 
vive lustre to our country and security to our Church. 

The course of education in the Seminary having continued to be 
substantially the same which was reported to the last Geneial Con- 
vention,—and the fidelity of the Professors and the proficiency of 
the students having been in all respects what was then anticipated, 
the duty of the Committee is limited to such a statement of its reve- 
nues and expenses as will show the present condition of the finan- 
ces. 

The present number of students in the Seminary is thirty. The 
annual income of the entire property of the corporation, exclusive 
of such parts as are appropriated to particular scholarships, and of 
a sum advanced to the building fund, and hereafter to be adverted 
to, is estimated at 4223 dollars 33cents. The ordinary expenditure 
of the Seminary, after the New buildings shall be completed, will, 
it is supposed, amount to 5100 dollars, leaving an annual deficit 
of 866 dollars 67 cents. 

This deficiency, greatly to be lamented, and the consequences of 
‘hich, your Committee hope they will not be thought to’speak too 
strongly when they say, must be averted, arises from the application 
of alarger sum than was expected to the erection of the new build- 
ings. 

The sum originally intended to be taken, and which was taken 
from the funds of the institution for the building fund, was 10,000 
dollars, the residue of what was then thought en for that ob- 
ject, having been derived from private contribut#ons in New-York. 

sut circumstances have called for an additional expenditure of 
10,000 dollars, and the Trustees have been compelled to agree to 
an advance of 5000 dollars, part of that sum, and to be responsible 
for the interest on a loanof like amount. The deficiency of income 
is to be traced to these circumstances, for the estimate of the Trus- 
tees, with great propriety, deducts the advance of 5000 dollars from 
the productive capital, and charges upon the income the interest of 
the other 5000 dollars to be raised on loan. 

If the 10,000 dollars originally taken from the capital be replaced, 
and if the corporation be relieved from the contemplated advance of 
5000 dollars, and from the responsibility for 5000 dollars more, the 
effect must necessarily be an enlargement of the income, to the ex- 
‘ent of the interest on 20,000 dollars; and consequently, at six pet 
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cent. interest, the revenue will exceed the expenditure to the exten; 
of the Diflerenes between 866 dollars 67 cents, and 1200 dollars—v, 
333 dollars 33 ceats. 

Upon a view of the whole case, the Committee4re of opinion thar 
the building ought to be ggnsidered as debtor té “e funds of the Jy. 
stitution for the sui of 20,000 dollars: half of .aat amount being 
an advance of capital and credit by the corporatiqn, under the ex- 
pectation of a return, aud the whole for the sake of the finance , Te- 
quiring to be placed upon that footing. ‘To reseue the Lnastitution 
ttom cubarrassment, and to raise her above solieitude, for necessi- 
ry revenue, the Committee are of opinion that this Convention should 
recommend the frends of the Church throughout the United States, 
to contribute to rage a fand of 20,000 dollars for the building of 
the General Theological Seminary, and io enable the building fund 
to relieve the productive tend of the Institution, by replacing one 
half that amount, and by discharging the advance and responsibili- 
ty for the other half. 

This appeal to the friends of the Chureh, can be made upon that 
basis only, on which all similar recomme ndafiens of this body must 
stand. ‘They cannot demand any part of it. They have no authori- 
ty to assess, Or apportion it among or upon the different dioceses in 
the Union, according to any ratio, either of extent, numbers, or at- 
fluence. ‘They are, perhaps fortunately, destitute of all power in 
this regard, except the moral power, which must attend every re- 
commendation, of sueh a scheme of charity, by such a body as the 
Legislature of the Protestant Episcopal Church. And who can re- 
sist this !—Most charities are consumed inthe use. They are like 
the annual flowers of the field ;—there remains little after them, but 
the recollection of their beauty, and grateful fragrance. But the 
endowment of a seat of learning, and above all of Christian learn- 
ing, isthe planting of atree, whose fruits are perennial—whose roots 
strike deeply into the soil, and whose branches, spreading over the 
earth, and shooting up into the skies, continue from yoar to year, 
and from age to ages to re-produce, and to commemorate the gift. 


Your Committee not believe, that such a recommedation, oft 


such acharity, wail go without its effect: and although no appor- 
tionment of the necessary sum, is entitled to be regarded as any 
thing more than a speeulative statement, they cannot refrarm from 
saying, that if the different dioceses shall contribute to the building 
fund, in the ratio of about fifty dellars for each clergyman of the 

Chareh; within their limits, the sum of 20,000 dollars will probably 
be raised, in addition to the expenses of agency and collection. And 
it is some encouragement to learn, that besides the sums which have 
been contributed to the building within the diocese of New York, 
(10,090 doliars having been already paid for that purpose, in addi- 
tion to the contributions to the weneral fund) the members of the 


Church within che same diocese, have agreed to raise 5000 dollars of 


the 20,000 now deticient. 
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The Committee, therefore, taking into consideration the necessi- 
ties of the Seminary—the resolution of the Board of Trustees, re- 
questing this Convention to designate the amount to be raised in 
each diocese—and their appointment of two alumni of the Semina- 
ry to procure additional subscriptions and donations, do submit the 


following resolution :-— 
kesolved, by (he Heuse of Clerical and Lay Deputies, the House of Bishops concur- 
ring, That it be recommended to the friends of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States, (o assist in raising the sum of twenty thousand dollars for the 
building fuad of the General Theological Seminary, in the proportion, as near as 
comenient, of fifty dollars for each clergyman of the Church; and that the efforts 
of the churches in the different dioceses should continue to be made for the enlarge- 
ment of the general funds of the Seminary, and fur the establishment of scholarships 
* Signed by order, and in behalf of the Joint C ommittee, 
HOR. BINNEY, Secretary of the Committee. 





Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Union.—This Society was 
instituted during the last session of the General Convention. The 
following is extracted from their Circular. 

“ The great object of Sunday School instruction, (whatever sub- 
ordinate ends may be proposed, ) is the communication of religious 
knowledge. . In some portions of our country the provision made 
for education by the civil authority renders any other object than 
this superfluous. In others, a necessary policy has proscribed the 
communication of any but merely religious knowledge to a large 
class of the most ignorant of the population. In all, that instruc- 
tion which is simply secular, is used and considered only as the 
mean of conveying religious principles and enforcing religious prac- 
tice. Any exertions, therefore, which may be made in behalf of 
Sunday School instruction, will be efficacious in proportion as they 
tend to enlarge the quantity of religious knowledge imparted, and 
to secure its purity. Both these objects promise to be accomplished 
by our Society.” 

“ But it is the promised efficiency of our Society in securing the 
purity of the religious knowledge conveyed by Sunday School in- 
struction, that gives it peculiar and urgent claims upon the good feel- 
ing and liberal support of members of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. It not only tends generally to increase the amount of ef- 
fort exerted in the dissemination of religious truth, but it also pro- 
mises a most important agency ig the preservation and increase of 
that Christian body, to which, from principle, and from conviction, 
we have attached ourselves. It will provide for the rising genera- 
tion the means of acquiring a correct and thorough acquaintance 
with what we believe to be the purest system of Christian doctrine, 
and the safest form of Christian discipline.” 

‘* Without in the least interfertgg w iththe claims or pretentions of 
other religious societies, t Le Prutestant Episcopal Church has al- 
ways considered it her duty assiduously to instruct her younger 
members in the nature of her own peculiar character and claims, 
that they might at all times be ready to state the grounds of their at- 
tachment to he pale, and thus be armed against any temptations ta 
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dereliction from her faith and discipline. Thiscan be done nowhere 
so well asin the Sunday School. There the scholar may be taught, 
together with those grand truths which constitute the essence of 
Christianity, those other principles which alone can enable him tv 
form a rational choice of a religious communion, and upon which, 
alone he can rely for his assurance of an interest in the Gospel coy- 
enant.” 

“To do this, they must be supplied with books and tracts of a 
nature suited to their objects, written by Protestant Episcopalians, 
and with a view to the dissemination of their principles. But how 
ean this be done? Can it be expected that other denominations 
should unite with us in the publication and distribution of such 
books ? Willitnot rather be their interest (and if they are consci- 
entious in their dissent from our faith and worship, their duty) to 
prevent such publication and distribution? Is it not reasonable to 
expect that their own funds and the comparatively small amount 
which Episcopalians might be able to furnish, would be applied to 
the publication of books, either positively hostile to our principles, 
or at best but neutral, and ad: apted to our use only by the omission of 
those points on which a difference exists between them and us? This 
reasoning has been confirmed by experience, and the obvious deduc- 
tion is, that it is the duty of Protestant Episcopalians to associate 
among themselves for the purpose of providing the means of exhibi- 
ting to their youth the principles of Christianity in what they believe 
to be its purest form,—a form derived from Christ and his apostles, 
attested to by the blood of martyrs, and gloried in by many of the 
brightest ornaments of Christianity.” 

* The object of the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday Schoo! 
Union is to combine the resources of Episcopalians into one great 
whole, which, by its concentration of power, may be enabled to give 
life and vigour to the multitude of branches which now pine in soli- 
tude and neglect. The talent and experience of the most active 
supporters of our Sunday Schools will be united in the invention of 
efficacious systems of instruction, and their combined wisdom ex- 
erted in the choice of proper books. ‘The funds which now, while 
distributed into a multitude of channels, are insufficient to accom- 
plish any object of extensive or lasting utility, will, when collected 
into a single treasury, be fully competent to provide amply for the 
wants of our schools; alarge and constant supply of books, care- 
fully adapted to the peculiar wants of Protestant Episcopalians, may 
be almost immediately procured, and in the course of time, means 
may be obtained for securing assistance to every infant Sunday 
School which may be established in the wide spread and rapidly 
extending borders of our Church.” 

‘* As the Society becomes more firmly established, and acquires 
more extensive means, gratuitous supplies will be afforded to schools 
and societies unable to support themselves, and assistance of every 
kind rendered to clergymen and others: desirous of organizing 
schools in such portions of our church as may not be provided with 
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rhose useful institutions. In respect to the publications of the So- 
ciety, the demands from the numerous schools throughout the Uni- 
ted States, cannot fail to enable it to publish in tar greater variety, 
and ata much cheaper rate, than could be done by any institution 
of more limited extent. It is contemplated to establish, as soon as 
possible, depositories in the principal cities of the Union, at which 
the Society’s books may be obtaimed, and business transacted with 
comparatively little inconvenience to schools in any section of the 
country.” 

“ Sunday Schools, and Sunday School Societies, desirous of en- 
tering into union with this Society, are requested to forward, as soon 
as possible, the mame and location of the respective schools or socie- 
ties, a list of officers, and the sum (two dollars) required by the se- 
cond article ofthe constitution, to either of the following gentlemen: 
—Mr. Joseph W. Ingraham, Boston; Rev. Harry Croswell, New- 
Haven, Conn.; W. R. Whittingham, New-York: Rev. Wm. H. De 
Lancey, Philadelphia; Rev. Robert B. Croes, Richmond, Va.; Mr. 
E. Thayer, Charleston, 8S. C.; or Mr. Whiting, Worthington, Ohio. 

Any information relative to the state of individual schools or so- 
cieties, to the system ofinstruction pursued, or to the books in com- 
mon use, will be gladly received by the Secretary of the Society.” 

* Article 7.—AlIl Sunday Schools and Sunday School Societies 
in union with this society, shall make an annual return by the Ist day 
of June, to the Secretary, of the state of their schools or societies, 
the names of their officers, &c. The Executive Committee shall 
prepare therefrom an annual report to be submitted to the Board of 
Managers, which, when agreed to by the Board, shall be published, 
and circulated as they may direct.” 

Officers of the Society.—Rt. Rev. Bisnor Wurre, President er- 
officio; the other nine Bishops, Vice Presidents; W. KR. Wurrrinc- 
nam, Secretary; and fifty Managers from the various Dioceses. 

Protestant Episcopal Society for the advancement of Christianity 
in South- Carolina.—The sixteenth anniversary of this laudable and 
highly favoured Society was commemorated on the 6th January, 
being the feast of Epiphany. After attending divine service aud a 
Sermon by the Rev. F. H. Rutledge, Rector of St. Thomas’, froin 
Isa. ix. 2, the Society convened, heard the annual report, and elected 
their officers. The Rev. T. H. Taylor was appointed, and in case 
of his failure, the Rev. E. Thomas, to preach at the next anniversary. 

It was referred to the Board of Trustees to consider the expediency 
of changing the time for celebrating the anniversary, in consequence 
of the usual absence of many of the members at the present season 
of the year. ‘I'he report was ordered to be published, and we shall 
of course bring its most important particulars to the view of our 
readers. It is a satisfactory statement of the condition of the in- 
stitution, Which we deeply.regret to have to state js less flourishing 
than heretofore, in consequence of the diminished prosperity of our 
monied institutions. We remarked also with equal surprise and 
disappointment, that some of our friends had withdrawn their names 
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from this Society which is so identified with the prosperity of oy, 
Church in this diocess. The founders of the Society are gradually 
removed by death, and it does not appear that their places are fil), 
up. But we will hope that this will not long be the ease, and th, 
those now im the active scenes of life, will not suffer by compariso,, 
as to pious zeal and liberality, with their worthy fathers, of whon, 
we have good hope that they have inherited the promises. 


. 
-_2_- 
NBW FUBLICATIONS. 


St. Chrysostom on the Priesthood.—Mr. F.. Littell, of Philpdelphia, has just pub. 
lished a translation of this hitherto scarce, and almost inaccessible book. The tray,. 
lation has been made by the Rev. H M. Mason, rector of St. John’s Church, Fayette. 
ville, N. C. iw a neat manner, and in « pleasant and attractive style. The few noes 
appended to it, display considerable erudition, and are creditable to the author. 


Bishop Bowen's Sermon —‘‘ The Interest and Authority of the Church, and tie 
Privilege and Duty of its Members, as to things in Religion, indifferent in theinse!ves: 
a Sermon, preached at the opening of the General Convention of the P rotestan 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, in St. Peter’s Church, Philade|- 
phia, on Tuesday, Nov. 7, 1826. By Nathaniel Bowen, D. D. Bishop of the Protesta::: 
i.piscopal Church in South-Carolina.” 


The Church Register, Philadelphia, edited by the Rev. George Weller. Our reader 
are not so well acquainted with this valuable weekly paper as we wish they were. 
The first volume is just completed, and the last number contains an abstract of the 
reports of the parishes in all the Dioceses, which, as affording a very satisfactory 
exposé of the condition of our Church, is alone worth the annual expense of the 
publication, viz. $2.60. It is also ornamented with a picture of our Theological 
Seminary. ‘The able advocate of that important institution could have no more 
appropriate frontispiece. 

‘The Editor modestly remarks, that “ he thinks he can promise, if favoured by 
Providence, that the volume for the ensuimg year shall be prepared with increase) 
care, and still more attractive articles.” 

it must be no small recommendation of this periodical (although it needs none, 
for it will sufficiently recommend itself) that the Editor is the reputed author of the 
satisfactory reply to the * Letters on the Episcopal Cbureh,” by Mr. Sparks. 


P s are issued lo publish, an 
“ Intreduction to the Old Testament, translated from the Latin and German works 
of Jobn Jahn, Dr. of Philosophy and Theology; and Professor of Oriental Lan- 


guages, &c. in the University of Vienna. By Samuel H. Turner, D. D. Professor of 


Biblical Learning and Laterpretation of Scripture in the General Theological Semi- 
wary of the Protestant Episcopal Chureh, and William R. Whittingham, an Alumnus 


of the Semmary., 
tI 
OBITUARY. 
— 


eparted this life, on the lith December, 1826, the Rev. THomas Osporn, for 
-overal years the greatly respected and esteemed Rector of Trinity and St. Stephen » 
Churches on Edisto Istand. We shall be gratified to obtain from some ef the friends 
of the deceased, some account of his life and character, which could not but be 


profrtable to our readers, 














